
Trinity Presbyterian Core Group 

Lesson 8 – Our Attitude towards the World 

Intro  

- We have been discussing how God has called His church to be His ambassadors to this 

world.  

- We have seen that He calls us to proclaim the good news of Christ’s finished work to the 

world (the Great Commission) as well as to serve our neighbors (the Great 

Commandment).  

- In seeking to be faithful to both of these commands, what should our attitude be 

towards the world? 

How does God describe those to whom He has sent us? 

1. People who know/suppress the truth 

- We must keep in mind that all humanity knows a great deal about God.  They do not 

know about Christ, but they do know that God is their creator and ruler and that he has 

set standards that they are required to follow under penalty of death.  

Rom 1:18-20   
18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and 
wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may 
be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them.  20 
For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-- his eternal power and 
divine nature-- have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been 
made, so that men are without excuse.   

 
- To convince us of this, he assumes two things: 

o That all humanity has indeed committed sinful acts against God.  

o That humanity knows full well that these things are condemned by God 

- To what does the phrase “all the godlessness and wickedness of men” refer? 

o Some suggest that it only means that God is angry at the “bad people” out 

there.   

o Clearly though, Paul is leveling charges against all humans that have ever lived 

as 1:20 proves “For since the creation of the world…”  

- How do they know that they are guilty? 
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o God has made it “plain” to them.  How plain? 

o God’s law is “clearly seen” by all 

o In fact we know His will so well that all are “without excuse” 

- How far does this knowledge go? 

1:28-32   
28 Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of 
God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. 29 
They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. 
They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 
slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing 
evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless.  
32 Although they know God's righteous decree that those who do such things 
deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of 
those who practice them. 

- The reason we all have no excuse is because we all know that because we are sinners 

we all deserve to die.  

- Look at the detailed knowledge of what is right and wrong that all humans possess.  And 

recall that this is not simply a dim awareness of some rules, but rather are the result of 

“clearly” knowing God’s “invisible qualities, His eternal power and divine nature.” 

- So we know these things are wrong because we know that God is the opposite of them. 

- And we also know that He is not simply holy but that he is just and has the power and 

authority to do something about the treason that we have committed and continue to 

commit.  

- This knowledge is not coming from Scripture: it is what we all KNOW deep down 

- Thus we have this knowledge firmly implanted in us because we are made in God’s 

image.  His creation enhances and reconfirms these truths to us, but only because we 

are already quite aware of who He is through our consciences.  

Calvin 
There is within the human mind, and indeed by natural instinct, an awareness of 
divinity.  This we take to be beyond controversy. To prevent anyone from taking 
refuge in the pretense of ignorance, God himself has implanted in all men a certain 
understanding of his divine majesty.  Ever renewing its memory, he repeatedly 
sheds fresh drops.  Since, therefore, men one and all perceive that there is a God 
and that he is their Maker, they are condemned by their own testimony because 
they have failed to honor him and to consecrate their lives to his will.1 

                                                      
1 John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, in The Library of Christian Classics, Vols. XX-XXI, ed. J.T. McNeill, 
trans. F.L. Battles (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1975), Inst. 1.3.1.  
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2. People who are Dead 

- The Bible describes us as dead apart from Christ.  This is obviously a spiritual state of 

death and it means that just as a physically dead person cannot make themselves alive, 

apart from  Christ’s intervention,  the spiritually  dead cannot change their state and 

make themselves spiritually alive: 

Eph 2:1-5 
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,  2 in which you used to live 
when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the 
spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  3 All of us also lived among 
them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires 
and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.  4 But because of his 
great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,  5 made us alive with Christ even when we 
were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved.   
 
Eze 16:4-6 
4 On the day you were born your cord was not cut, nor were you washed with water to 
make you clean, nor were you rubbed with salt or wrapped in cloths.  5 No one looked 
on you with pity or had compassion enough to do any of these things for you. Rather, 
you were thrown out into the open field, for on the day you were born you were 
despised. 6 " 'Then I passed by and saw you kicking about in your blood, and as you lay 
there in your blood I said to you, "Live!" 
 
Eze 37:1-10  
The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD 
and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.  2 He led me back and forth 
among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were 
very dry.  3 He asked me, "Son of man, can these bones live?" I said, "O Sovereign LORD, 
you alone know."  4 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones and say to them, 'Dry 
bones, hear the word of the LORD!  5 This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these 
bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life.  6 I will attach tendons to 
you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and 
you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.' "  7 So I prophesied as I 
was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the 
bones came together, bone to bone.  8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on 
them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.  9 Then he said to me, 
"Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, 'This is what the Sovereign 
LORD says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain, that they 
may live.' "10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they 
came to life and stood up on their feet--a vast army.  
 
1 Cor 2:14 
The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, 
for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are 
spiritually discerned. 
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3. People who are Enemies of God 

- However unbelievers are not simply powerless; they are also committed to opposing the 

message of the Gospel.  

- Paul makes this clear with an interesting progression: 

Rom 5:6-10  
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly.  7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man 
someone might possibly dare to die.  8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in 
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  9 Since we have now been 
justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through 
him!  10 For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the 
death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved 
through his life!  
 

- First, he makes sure we understand how bad off we really were: 

- Paul has described our condition before salvation in a progression of seriousness:  

o 5:6 powerless → 5:6 ungodly → 5:8 sinners → 5:10 enemies 

- What this does is show us that though we were born into our sinful condition, we are 

not mere passive victims.   

- Recall Paul’s description above in Eph 2,  

o …when you followed the ways of this world  

o …gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature  

o …following its desires and thoughts.  

- Thus we are not only dead and unable to make ourselves alive, we chase after this 

destructive way of life to such a degree that we are God’s enemies and justly under His 

wrath. 

How should we treat/interact with them?  Love them, pray for them, and serve them 

- What does love of unbelievers look like in the New Covenant? 

Luke 6:27-35 
27 "But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,  
28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.  29 If someone strikes 
you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not 
stop him from taking your tunic.  30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone 
takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back.  31 Do to others as you would 
have them do to you.  32 "If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? 
Even 'sinners' love those who love them.  33 And if you do good to those who are 
good to you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' do that.  34 And if you lend to 
those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' 
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lend to 'sinners,' expecting to be repaid in full.  35 But love your enemies, do good to 
them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward 
will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the 
ungrateful and wicked.   
 
Rom 12:14-21 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who 
rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.  16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not 
be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be 
conceited. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the 
eyes of everybody. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it 
is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: "If 
your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In 
doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head." 21 Do not be overcome by evil, 
but overcome evil with good. 

- This does NOT mean that we are forbidden to defend ourselves when necessary, or 

required to simply follow every demand given to us by the world. “Doing right in the 

eyes of everybody” is qualified right away by saying, “If it is possible, as far as it depends 

on you, live at peace with everyone.” 

- Clearly we are to obey God rather than man, so if the world is condemning our 

Christianity we are not to deny it for the sake of peace.  Instead we are, lovingly and 

respectfully, to decline their demands in a manner that pleases God and reflects Christ.  

o What does Paul mean by “In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his 

head”? 

o Many claim that the meaning here is that we ought to be kind to our enemies in 

order to increase their judgment before God.  Charles Hodge was right when he 

said “everyone must feel the revolting character of this interpretation.”2 

o What most scholars have concluded is that this phrase means that the enemy 

who is mistreating you will most often be so filled with shame that they will 

either be won over, desist in their mistreatment, or be forced to see the error of 

their ways.3   

                                                      
2 Charles Hodge, Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1974), 402. 
 
3 Calvin, Commentaries on the Epistles of Paul the Apostle to the Romans, trans. John Owen (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans 
Publishing, 1947), 12:20; C. E. B. Cranfield, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans: vol. II, 
International Critical Commentary (Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1975), 649; Douglas Moo, The Epistle to the Romans: New 
International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996), 788-789; John Murray, The Epistle 
to the Romans: New International Commentary on the New Testament , vol. 2 (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1973), 142-
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- This the results in the scenario we see explained to us in 1 Peter: 

1Pet 3:8-16  
8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as 
brothers, be compassionate and humble.  9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with 
insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a 
blessing.  10 For, "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue 
from evil and his lips from deceitful speech.  11 He must turn from evil and do good; 
he must seek peace and pursue it.  12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 
and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those 
who do evil."  13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good?  14 But even 
if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; 
do not be frightened."  15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear 
conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in 
Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 

What Keeps us from serving and evangelizing those God puts in our lives? 

- What reasons prevent us from sharing the Good news? 

o Selfishness 

o Fear 

o Ingratitude  

o Lack of connection 

- How can we overcome these? 

o Those who have been forgiven much, love much 

o Remember our identity in Christ  

o Remember that someone took the time to share the Gospel with us 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                              
144; Leon Morris, The Epistle to the Romans (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988), 454-455; F.F. Bruce, The Letter of Paul 
to the Romans, Tyndale New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1985), 12:20; Hodge, 401-402; 
Roland E. Murphy, Proverbs: Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 22 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1998), 193-195.  


